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Wednesday, April 24, 2024 

10:00am – 

12:00pm 
 

Ballroom C 

MPDA Board Meeting (lunch provided) 

11:00am – 

12:45pm   
 

Promenade 

Foyer 

Registration  

 

12:45pm – 

1:00pm  
 

Ballroom B 

Welcome 

Andre’ de Gruy – State Public Defender, Lenderrick Taylor– MPDA  Vice – 

President, Home of Grace, and Erin Briggs – OSPD Training Director 

1:00pm – 

2:00pm 
(1hr) 

Session One: 
What’s Interrogation Gotta Do With It? - Defending Confession Cases 

Deja Vishny, Public Defense Resource Counsel - NACDL 

2:00pm – 

2:05pm 
Evaluations  

2:05pm – 

3:05pm 
(1hr) 

  

Session Two: 

Can They Do That?  - Revisiting Evidence Rules 

Jacinta Hall, The J.A. Hall Law Firm 
 

3:05pm - 

3:20pm 

  

Evaluations & Break 

3:20pm – 

4:50pm 
(1.5 hr) 

Session Three: 

SOGIE (ETHICS) 

Amanda Powell, Alternate Defense Counsel Colorado 

4:50pm – 

4:55pm 
Evaluations 

5 :00pm – 

5 :45pm 
  

 
MPDA Board Meeting  
 

  

5 :45pm – 

8 :00pm 

 
Ballroom CD 

Welcome Reception 

https://www.ospd.ms.gov/OSPDBios/AndredeGruy.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/OSPDBios/AndredeGruy.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Taylor.pdf
http://www.homeofgrace.org/
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Briggs.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Vishny.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZrnBm4ek9f1PlxLoUd38HjB7rbzxNQ2pZKV-QqH0xP1n-Zg/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Hall.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe76FB4KwtkZ2G6-99Bi3tBBskuYWE77uu_9uBXlSACPJVilA/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Powell.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfp-U_Qs9BxvqO0QkyOp85RmzNwnAEdT2bUTjxyqZq66jwN6w/closedform
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Thursday, April 25, 2024 

7 :00am – 

8 :30am  
 

Ballroom A 

Breakfast   

  

8:00am –  

8:30am 
 

Promenade 

Foyer 

Registration  

8 :30am – 

9 :30am (1hr) 

 

Ballroom B 

Session Four: 

  The Power of Storytelling in Criminal Defense  

 Leslie Jill Patterson, Case Storyteller  
 

9 :30am – 

9 :35am 
Evaluations 

9:35am – 

10:35am 
 (1hr) 

Session Five: 

Alcohol and the Body: A Toxicologist’s Perspective 

Blake Stutzman, Toxicologist,  

Godoy Medical Forensics 
 

10:35am – 

10:50am 
Evaluations & Break 

 

10:50am – 

11:50am 
(1hr) 

 

Session Six : 

Opening Statements: Lessons Learned from Practice and the 

National Criminal Defense College 

Christopher Routh, Deputy Public Defender 

Hinds County Public Defender Office 
11:50am – 

1:00pm 

 
Ballroom A 

Evaluations & Lunch 

 

1:00pm – 

2:30pm(1.5hr) 

 

 

Ballroom B 

Session Seven: 

 Mastering the Art of Cross-Examination: Essential 

Techniques for Public Defenders  

Cassie Trueblood, Felony Supervisor 

Snohomish County Public Defender Office 

https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Patterson.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Patterson.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUV2vlVt2yCr1LQgMiIs-fZI8yhaFDR8wjWnBJzBHVYZPEFw/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Stutzman.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdEn2u6Tdn5OxY_fK9YzHbbutG4FEUUStLntd0q_qxxKkr6A/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Routh.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0bkh7LdokTWI2PlMirObkk8kKRZr2cPBiOKKdo5yD6CXrVw/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Trueblood.pdf
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2:30pm-2:35pm Evaluations 

2:35pm – 

3:50pm 
(1.25hr) 

Session Eight: 

Defending Against Big Data  

Elizabeth Daniel Vasquez, Brooklyn Defenders 

3:50pm – 4:05pm Evaluations & Break 

4:05pm – 5:05pm 

(1hr) 

 

Session Nine: 

Mental Health Awareness Training  

Christiane Williams, Leading By Examples   

5:05pm Evaluation & Announcements 

 

  

 

Friday, April 26, 2024 

7:00am- 

 8:30am 

 
Ballroom A 

Breakfast 
  

8:30am-  

9:45am  
(1.25 hr) 

 

Ballroom B 

Session Ten: 

Junk Science in the American Criminal Justice System 

Chris Fabricant, Director of Strategic Litigation 

Innocence Project 
 

9:45am – 

9:50am 

Evaluation 

9:50am – 

10:50am 
(1hr) 

Session Eleven: 

 Appellate Overview  

Justin Cook, Asst. State Public Defender 
  

10:50am – 

11:05am 
Evaluation & Break  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed3Ksj2v2mbOy7Wvb5R8QrwcnC_IZScQH8EybE5bHkCCueOA/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Vasquez.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmraiE9BMMK9nUMTf9_xdyBBw8DYlXdVeaeOr7_0uTUGrDpw/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Williams.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczTcwno_H707ZjPyq-36WPh-IcKpFcr7gibjnZDjCsHzvR5g/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Fabricant.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMXAP_ojE-VSC4Wec-i6K5X4V6yqz9v5leie0z_avsBLu-OQ/closedform
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Cook.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr9mg8oTijF27fWoqF0hkMfFI_GPGuS_K8Paf4sDknCvxGLQ/closedform
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11:05am – 

12:05pm 

(1hr) 

Session Twelve: 
The Duane Lake Story & Where We Go From Here – Panel Discussion 

Duane Lake, Christopher Routh, Michael Carr, and Cliff Johnson 

 

12:05pm Evaluation & Closing Announcements  

 

https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Lake.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Routh.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Carr.pdf
https://www.ospd.ms.gov/2024%20SpringMPDAConf/Johnson.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_rlUCXXCZB2xBRVf66mkE-480fOWPDfFJduvuRNJCApVtPg/closedform

